
GENERAL AGREEMENT ACCORD GENERAL SUR 

O N TARIFFS AND LES TARIFS DOUANIERS CONFIDENTIAL 
_ _ . , , . _ , . - . _ TEX.SB/U62 

TRADE ET LE COAAMERCE 17 October 1979 

Textiles Surveillance Body Organe de surveillance des textiles 

ARRANGEMENT REGARDING I3STEÎQ?ATI0HAL TRADE IN TEXTILES 

Notification under Article o:U 

United States/Sri Lanka: Agreement on 
an export visa system 

Note by the Chairman 

Attached hereto is a communication received from the United States pursuant 
to the provisions of Article 8:U. The notification relates to an agreement 
concluded between the United States and Sri Lanka for the establishment of an 
export visa system for textile exports to the United States from Sri Lanka. The 
agreement does not contain any restraints or consultation procedures. 

ARRANGEMENT CONCERNANT LE COMMERCE INTERNATIONAL PES TEXTILES 

Notification conformément à l'article 8, paragraphe U 

Etats-Unis/Sri Lanka; accord relatif à un système de 
visas à l'exportation 

Note du Président 

Les Etats-Unis ont fait parvenir au secrétariat la communication ci-jointe, 
en application des dispositions de l'article 8, paragraphe k. Cette notification 
concerne un accord conclu entre les Etats-Unis et Sri Lanka en vue de l'insti
tution d'un système de visas pour les exportations de produits textiles de 
Sri Lanka à destination des Etats-Unis. L'accord ne prévoit ni limitations ni 
procédures de consultation. 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S M I S S I O N TO I N T E R N A T I O N A L O R G A N I Z A T I O I 

G E N E V A , S W I T Z E R L A N D 

October 3 , 1979 

Mr. Michel S a l i b 
Spec ia l P r o j e c t s Sec t ion 
G.A.T.T. 
154, rue de Lausanne 
CH-1211 Geneva 

Dear Michel: 

Per our conversation, I am resubmitting the 
U.S.-Sri Lanka agreement with reference to 
Article 8(4). Please return the previous 
submission at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

bWrt E. SAephert Robert epherd 

Enclosures: 
As stated 
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UNITED STATES MISS ION TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION: 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

October 3, 1979 

The Honorable 
Ambassador Paul Wurth 
Chairman, Textiles Surveillance Body 
G.A.T.T. 
154, rue de Lausanne 
CH-1211 Geneva 21 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Paragraph 4 of 
Article 8 of the Arrangement Regarding Inter
national Trade in Textiles, I am instructed 
by my government to inform the Textiles Sur
veillance Body of an agreement between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of Sri Lanka to establish 
a visa system for exports to the United States 
of cotton, wool and man-made fiber apparel 
manufactured in Sri Lanka. 

Attached hereto is an exchange of letters giving 
effect to this agreement. 

^ 

Enclosures : 
As stated 
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March 12, 1979 

44 Galle Road 
Colombo 3, Sri Lanka 

Mr. T. Wijayapala Menais 
Minister of Textile Industries 
Independence Square 
Colombo 7 

Dear Er. Minister: 

You will recall that during the recent visit of the U.S. Textile 
Delegation to Sri Lanka, Ambassador Michael B. Smith suggested a 
method to help eliminate the possible misuse of "Made in Sri 
Lanka" labels by garment manufacturers in other countries. 
Consequently, I wish to propose on behalf of my Government that 
the following visa system be established for exports to the Unite 
States of America of cotton, wool and man-made fiber apparel 
manufactured in Sri Lanka: 

1. Each shipment shall be accompanied by an export 
visa issued by the Government of Sri Lanka. The export 
visa will be signed by an authorized official of the 
Government of Sri Lanka and will appear as a stamped 
marking in blue ink on the front of the Special Customs 
Invoice Form 5515, successor document or commercial invoice 
when such form is used. 

2. The names and facsimile signatures of the officials 
authorized to issue export visas will be supplied by the 
Government of Sri Lanka. The Government of Sri Lanka will 
notify the Government of the United States of America of 
any changes of authorized officials, and will provide 
facsimiles of newly authorized officials' signatures. A 
minimum number of officials will be authorized to issue 
visas and certifications. 

3. Shipments not accompanied by a valid visa in accordance 
with this letter, after the effective date of this 
requirement, shall be denied entry by the Government of 
the United States of America except upon specific request 
of the Government of Sri Lanka. 



4. The United States Government shall publish in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER this visa system upon 
receipt of the authorized visa stamp and signatures 
from the Government of Sri Lanka. The visa stamp 
will be similar to the sample attached to this letter. 
The visa system will become effective 30 days after 
the date of publication for shipments exported from 
Sri Lanka on and after that date and 90 days after 
the date of publication for shipments exported from 
Sri Lanka before that date. 

5. Either Government may terminate, in whole or in part, 
this administrative arrangement by giving 90 days 
written notice thereof to the other. 

If the foregoing proposal is acceptable to your Government, this 
letter and your letter of acceptance on behalf of the Government 
of Sri Lanka shall constitute an administrative arrangement 
between our two Governments. 

Kith best personal regards, 

American Amb as s ad/hJ'A~~ 

Attachment: 
as noted above 

cc: Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, 
Minister of Trade 

Mr. N. Balasubramaniam, 
Director of West Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA ) 
CITY OF COLOMBO ) 
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED ) ss 
STATES OF AMERICA ) 

i 

I, the undersigned consular officer of the 

United States of America, duly commissioned and 

qualified, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 

a true and faithful copy of the original this day 

exhibited to me, the same having been carefully 

examined by me and compared with the said original 

and found to agree therewith word for word and 

figure for figure. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand 

and affixed the seal of the Embassy at Colombo, Sri 

Lanka this 12th day of March, 1979. 

Donald R. Ness 
American Vice Consul 
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MINISTRY OF TIXT1LI INDUSTRIES 

Ut, A». J 

k.<Ce-s>e "I 

r»>> A». J 

Bfl$tt ****&, Qmi>Qf.&n ' . 
' Indcpendcunsc Senate. Colombo 7. 

¥» \ 25râ Karch , l?7f-i 
ftt.fi r .................. ~». 

lîis rïr.cellency "•'. He- r rê '. 
Ar.cri can .'.r.i"basc?-dor, 
/xe r iaa r . Zsbriscy, 
Hclo-bc. 

ri^jins1 

Dear I'.r. Anbascador, 

I r?fer to yor.r letter <>.ted 12th I'.rreh, 1f*7? nroposinô 

ihe vite. svL-ter. vhich should be adopied rey-r.rcir.f experts to 

th-» U.S.:.., of cotton, v:ool ar.;': .-ar.-rr.nce fibre apparel nr.nuf.-.cturc»* 

in ~ri L.-.r.Va. Your propcss.1 is acceptable to r-i cub.iect to ti'c-

r-reposeà vira nta=p carryin- the von'p "3 : in is try of Textile 

2nr.ur.triPC" in th'.- hotton; half of the circle of the ctaap 

cor-ss-onuin.;: to thr. vords ••r.ovvrnnr.nt of 3ri Lanka" ©n top. 

I shall convey to y or. vithin the next fev «lays the 

ntr.ee r.nd facsimile sijnatures of the officials who will Ve 

authorised to ir.cue these export vicnr alone vit)- a revise? 

version of the visa stair? incorporator the ansndnt.nt Z hrve 

Eur.-ected. Once this in received, you could convey it to your 

Government, so that, this could he published in the TSSSRkt 

nSGID?EH- and this systen could thereafter cose into operation 

ir. terras of iter» 4 of your letter un^er reference. 

•1 JL-, . 1 . 

m e rs-:rcs. 

Yours sincerely, 

<2*L <£ 
I l i r . iD tç r of Pe::"t i lc I n ô v r . t : 

J 
. ^ v . ; , i , . . ; Ù . , • • • • - - . . . . 

http://ftt.fi
http://2nr.ur
http://ntr.ee


<m. m 
MINISTRY OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIES 

AO AT*. J 

a s s u r a "| 
t.ufi Qtt. f 
>•» t.t. J 

» fi.fi, fit t #iS*Jib, C«ijpiiav T. 
Independence Square, Colombo 7.-

23rd Apri l , 1979. Çrxa 
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The names, designations and signatures of ths two officers 

authorised to issue export visas are given below. The staap which 

will he placed on the Special Customs Invoice Tor* 5515» successor 

document or commercial invoice is also given. 

1. Miss. P.G. Peiris, 

AsBt. Secretary(Exports)l, 

Ministry of Textile Industries, 

Torrington Square, Colombo 7- Signature. 

2. Mr. D. P. Balachandra, 

Asst. Seoretary(Exports)lI, 

Ministry of Textile Industries, 

Torrington Square, Colombo 7« Signature. 
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